An unusual swelling following endodontic and prosthodontic treatment of a mandibular molar due to a foreign body reaction.
The purpose of this case report is to stress the importance of taking a proper history and the appropriate evaluation of diagnostic tests in order to prevent incorrect diagnosis and treatment. Moreover, the management of postoperative problems in a healthcare system in which specialists take on specific parts of the treatment is discussed. This article describes the diagnosis and treatment of an unsuspected flare-up 1 week after root canal treatment. The swelling and pain appeared to be associated with an accidentally embedded piece of impression material. General practitioners and specialists should be aware of alternate treatment plans and treatment procedures and take these into consideration whenever there is a postoperative problem to be solved. Impression materials can cause a foreign body reaction when embedded in the soft tissues. History taking and evaluation of diagnostic tests are of paramount importance in order to prevent incorrect diagnosis and treatment. Both general practitioners and specialists have the responsibility to evaluate patients with a broad vision.